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:Section I

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I 1N4g1e_

iThe name of flie organization shall be the FIRST DryISION of the Department of 
I

Illinois,'the American Legion sometimes referred to as the Cook County Council of 
,

i

ithg Dj!3{m9nt of Illinoig, theAmerigT Lggigl _ _ _:

Section 1

ARTICLE II - Object and Purpose

iThe First Division shall have general supervisory and administative power and

icontrol over the affairs of The American Legion and Posts thereof in said Cook
iCo*ty and the right and power of discipline and the enforcement of its mandates,
isubject at all times, however, to the supervisory power vested in the Department
rExecutive Committee.

ARTICLE III - Membership

Section I :The Cook Counfy Council otherwise referred to herein as the First Division of the

;Department of Illinois shall consist of the elective Department officers who are
members of Posts located in Cook County, the elected officers of the Cook County

iCouncil during their terms of office, the members of the Executive Committee of the
Cook County Council during their terms of office. the Adjutant of the Cook County ,,

iCouncil during his term of office, District Commanders, The District Vice 
I

, Comrnanders and the District Adjutants of the Districts located in Cook County, the 
I

iPost Commanders and Adjutants, and elected delegates from Posts located in Cook j

_ lcol1tylqd ll Past Comrnll{9r9 ofthe Cgok Cgunty Coucil, _ :
.AEJIELE tV -Votlng

Section I rEach Post shall be entitled to as many delegates as it was entitled to at the last
ipreceding Department Convention, and shall be entitled to as many additional

Section 2 lnacl Post shall certiff the names of its elected delegate or rdelegates and altemate or
i alternates to the Council Adjutant, who shall enroll said names on a roster, arranged by r

iDistricts. In the absence of duly accredited delegates of a Post at any meeting, the duly r

r accredited alternates of such Post shall assume the functions of delegates and shall be '

ientitled to all the rights and privileges of delegates. No delegate to the Council shall i

;be qualified as a duly authorized representative of his or her Post, nor be permitted a :

ivote in the council proceedings until he or her post has paid the administrative fee of i

r 
ten dollars ($l0.00) per delegate per year. *

li.rtion I ,Churg.r, if any, in the nalne or narnes of duly acc*Ji,.a i"irgut. of delegates, 
I

i i qlfpmafp nr qlfcmofeo nf qnrr Dncf choll ha nar+ificrl fn thp J-nrrnnil A rlirrfonf fnr il i alternate or alternates, of any Post shall be certified to the Council Adjutant, for 
i

lii ienrollment by him, not less than ten days prior to the Division Convention of the Cook i

tunless in compliance herewith i:-"
' Section 4 ,The Council shall levy and collect from each Post for its administrative expenses 

I

I

*Motion to change fee from $7 to $10 voted on and passed unanimously during September 2016
general meeting at the Calumet Memorail Post # 330
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isection I

:

I

ARTICLE V - Nominations and Elections

iNominations for all offrces or seats on any elective committees except the Executive
iCommittee, shall be made from the floor at the Annual Convention of the First
lDivision on a roll call of Districts in numerical order each District may present as

lmany candidates as it chooses, limiting nominating speeches to ten minutes each, with
jnot more than two seconding speeches for any candidate not to exceed two minutes

Section 2 rFollowing the nominations, a vote shall be taken at Division Convention of the First
,Division, which shall be by secret ballot, which ballots shall be distributed by the

ljutant. A majority of the votes cast shall be required to elect, each person

ieligible to vote underARTICLE IV being entitled to one vote only in the event that
rii
i ithere be only one candidate for an elective offrce, he may be elected by voice vote. 

i

i Section 3 lEach of the aforementioned elected Department Officers and the elected officers of the iI DOVI, Vt LItW OlvlWlllWlIUlVllWU WIWWlWg vWl,olLrrIwll! vlllvwlo qltu lllv wrwvlws vlrlwvlr

lCook County Council during their terms of office, the members of the Executive
Cornmittee of the Cook County Council during his term of office, the District

i Commanders, the District Vice Commanders, the District Adjutants, and elected
delegates from the Posts present, and all Past Commanders of the Cook CountyI tUVTVtsoLVD llufll Ulv I UDID PrwDVIlL, 4ltu qll I (DL L

1l
I lCouncil, shall each have only one vote therein.

--r-- ---
Section 4 I Where a member is present and voting and is a member in more than one capacity 

i

lincluding being a delegate, his alternate delegate being present may vote in his place 
i

: as delegate.
L-,-,.,,--* 

--

iSection 5 iIn the absence of regular delegates from any Post, the duly elected alternates shall

i iautomatically become delegates The vote of any Post not represented by a delegate or
1 ialtemate shall not be cast. I

i----.-_-i---.-..-..-_.---j
I Section 6 I It shall be the duty of the Commander, at least 30 days prior to the election, to appoint
i I r r. r)) | ar f - dl r J r J c - - ,--t h:-1,-:-L . . l-,r ,!r

ian election committee, consisting of a Clerk and Judge from each District, selected by I

ithe respective District Commanders. In the event that the District Commander does i

inot so act, it shall be the duty of the Division Commander to appoint a Clerk and a 
,

i iJudge from said District.
-:- - - - :

r Section 1 iThe Commander of the First Division shall appoint an additional member as Chairman;
.

I iof the election and the Election Committee.:-''-:
, Section 8 iIt shall be the dufy of the Adjutant to offircially notifi/ the Judges and Clerk of each l

lDistrict of their appointments and of the time and place of the Election Committee
;meeting prior to the Division Convention The Adjutant shall prepare all ballot and
; -- t. . .:-,- --r,.-:-t- J .. 1:,-i ielection materials and supplies.

i------ -- ---
iSection 9 i The Election Committee shall decide its own rules of management of the election at 

r

its meeting, subject to the approval of the Council, and in keeping with these by-laws,

iThe Chairman, with the council and assistance of the Election Cornmittee, shall rule
,anddecideonallobjectionsorquestionsinconnectionwiththeelection

iNo candidate for any offiee being voted upon at said election shall be a member of the I

:EIection Committee.
Section l0



Section 1

ARTICLE VI- Meetings
jThe First Division Council shall meet regularly four times ayear at the following
itimes and locations:

i

I The First Division Commander will select Host Posts through various parts of the
tCounty.
:

'.Organization Meeting on the first Wednesday of each designated month as follows:
jSeptember, November, February andApril, time at 7:30 pm.

l

iThe Annual Convention of the First Division shall meet on the first Saturday in June

,regular Council meetings, in September, November, February and April and regularly

i iat 7:30 prn. 
,

Section 1B , Each First Division Committee shall meet at least twice yearly, as called by their I

jChairperson and authorized by the Division Commander, at one half hour preceding, i

,and at the site of the Executive Committee Meeting. Certain Committees, with special ;

I reasons of length or site (as the Finance, Baseball, or S.A.L.) may meet at other times 
,

,and Division locations, as approved by the Division Commander. Elected Division i

:

__,_og99IS qhalf be iry11d io attend {l !_o_rlqittee M_eglrn-q:: 
_ _ _ l

Section lC :The First Division Council may adopt for each Division Convention and Division 
i

lMeeting, the rules of order to govern the meetings, except for the election of Council :

i9ffii.I!, qq-tEgrjly'-9orr1!lgg:i19pg,I.9ns e-ltitlg{ !9 yo!.: --- , 
- -i

Section 2 iSpecial meetings may be called by the Commander or by the Executive Committee, or i

rshall be called upon a petition signed by twenty-five members of the Council. 
:

t:

Section 3 iNotice of all meetings shall be given in advance by depositing in the mail at least five r

jdays before such meeting, notices addressed to all members of the Council and
iCommittee Chairmen, as shown upon the Council records, and such notices shall state
Ithe time and place of the meeting, and notices of special meetings shall also state the

l ipulpose of such meeting. 
I;-.---*..._,,-_',-

i Section 4 tThe first Meeting of the Council shall be the regular meeting thereof in the month i

I 
- ------ jr*-**^r,^*^r., *-^^^,1:-- +L^ .-^-+L :.^ ,-.L:^L +L^ A --..^! ri^.^.,^-a:^- ^.c.L^ r-^-^*-^-, lI limmediately preceding the rnonth in which the Annual Convention of the Department 

,

:

i iDepartment Convention.

iltt", 5 
- 

iTh" ;;iirg rn.*u"-* pr.*r. rrr"rr *r*tot"l qoo** f"r;";r;;.iion oru*in;J ,

:

j Section 6 iA roll call shall be had upon the request of any voting members from each of three 
I

districts of the Council, which vote shall be taken and announced by the District
iChairmen. Upon demand by a voting member, his District shall be polled by the
:Adjutant of the Council without discussion or debate of the question as to why such

;poll is demanded.

i

I



jThe regular order of business at Council meetings shall be:
l. Reading of minutes of previous rneeting
2. Officers' reports, including

(a) Finance Officer

i tUl Vice Commander on membership
i3. Introduction of quest and visitors

i4. Reports of special committees, regular committees and
irecommendations of the Executive Committee thereon, if any

15. Reading of letters or communications

i6. Unfinished business
i7. New business

iByunanimous consent, the Commander may vary or depart from said order of
rl

i lbusiness.

:Section 8

Section 9

Section I

-1

I Minutes of all meetings of the Council shall be available to every member on request.

:Standing Rules

i l. A two-third vote of the voting members present shall be required to table any
i motion or resolution.

iZ. No member of the Council shall speak upon any subject more than once or more

' than three minutes except with the unanimous consent of the Council, provided,
i ho*"*r"r, that the makei of any motion may speak twice thereon.
i3. Every Committee Chairman shall submit after each of it'meetings a copy of the

1 minutes thereof to theAdjutant.
i+. Noturithstanding anything herein to'he contrary by a majority of the vote cast the
r Council may dispense with or postpone the reading of the minutes of any of its

I I meetings or the report of any committee.

, ARTICLE VII- Officers
iThere shall be elected by secret ballot at the Division Convention of the Council, a

tCommander, a Senior Vice Commander. a Junior Commander for a term of one yeaq ',

rall of who shall hold office until their successors are duly elected and qualified. No ,

,two of the offrcers above designated shall be from'he same District. None of said

l,9ffrcersshallbe-eligi!_1etosucceedhimselfinthes1meoffice'
Section 2 ,There shall be elected by secret ballot at the Division Convention of the Council a :,There shall be elected by secret ballot at the Division Convention of the Council a :

rFinance Officer for a term of one year who shall be eligible to succeed himself in the 
i

,same office. No other elected officer or elected committeeman (except the elected

iExecutive Committeemen form each Districts in Cook Counfy) shall be eligible
,to succeed himself in the same office.

Section 3
I

I
I

I

iIn the absence of the Commander or his inability, refusal or failure to function as such, j

itheSeniorViceCommander,theJuniorViceCommanderandtheFinanceofficerin
that order named shall be and become the acting Commander, with all rights, 

,

rprivileges and prerogatives of the Commander. In the absence of all elective officers,
the Council shall elect a Chairman of the meeting, whose authority shall be that of the
Comrnander.



I Section 4 rThe Comrnander shall appoint a Council Adjutant, Sergeant-at-Arms, Judge Advocate,
iParliamentarian. Chaplain and Historian, who shall hold office at the pleasure of the 

i

, Commandeq but not longer than the term of office of the Commander making such
, appointments. In the absence of such appointees, the presiding officer shall appoint l

:_t9mporary substitules.

lsection 5 All officers of the Cook County Council shall be members in good standing of some 
l

I Post located in Cook County and it shall be necessary to submit proof of eligibility as

', ',such member of the American Legion to the Executive Committee before being 
:

' : installed in their respective offices. ,

I Section 6 iAll officers shall perform such duties usually incident to their respective offrces. 
i

Section 1 iThe Executive Committee shall consist of all the elective offrcers of this Council and ,

isixteen Committeemen, and eight Deparrmental District Commanders representing the r

Section 2 ,At each Division Convention there shall be elected eight mernbers Executive
,Committeemen, one for each District, by the Cook County Council delegates

;Caucusing in their respective District, to hold office for two years and until their
,successors shall have been duly elected and qualified. Each such Committeeman shall

'be a member in good standing of a Post in his respective District' The election of such
iExecutive Committeemen shall automatically make them members of the Executive
: Committee of the Cook County Council without the concurrences of said body.

iSection 3
i

i

i
I

,The Executive Committee shall have the management of the affairs of the Council
,benveen meetings subject to the approval of the Council, provided, flre Executive
,Committee shall take no action on questions of policy, nor make public any action by t,

iit, without the approval of the Council first had and obtained, and shall report to the I

i Council at its next regular meeting or special meeting all action taken and proceeding 
i

rSection 4 :The Executive Committee may meet at such times and places as they may determine, '

, .or at call of the Commander. :

Section 5 The voting members prgsen! qhall constitute 3_q"9ryT folhe transaction of business

ARTICLE IX - Committee and Ways and Means
:l

:The Commander shall, with the consent of the Council, appoint such committees as he ,

may deem necessary and such other committees as may be authorized by the Council, .

except as herein otherwise provided.

Section I

I

I

t--
,Section 2

I

i

I
I

I

i

I
L -.*. -.-_-._. _--__ -

:There shall be a Ways and Means Committee whose duty it shall be to plan, consider
,and report the desirability of all promotional ventures in connection with the activities
iof the Council. It shall consist of eight members, one from each District, each member
ito serve for a term of three years. El-ection shall be by ballot at the Division
iConvention of the Council..

l

i
__--)-__.-

Cook County Council.



For the purpose of electing members to this Comrnittee, only three districts iniSection 3

numerical order shall nominate members at the Division Convention commencing
with District One. At the succeeding Division Convention an additional three districts
in succeeding numerical order shall nominate, and at the second succeeding the
Division Convention the final three districts shall nominate members. Thereafter,
nominations and elections will follow as the three-year terms shall expire. At the close
of the Division Convention, the Committee shall convsne and elect a Chairman form
its membership.

Section 4 In the event that there be only on. .unaiiate for .u.t, r.ut on tfr. Co,rr*itt".,
i

L- may be dispensed with ant the candidate may be elected by voice vote.

ARTICLE X - Resolutions

Section 1

-

je[ Resolutions submitted to the Cook County Council for consideration musf be 
I

lpresented in duplicate to the Adjutant at least five days prior to the Council meeting at ]

jwhich such Resolution is to be considered provided such Resolution shall have fust 
i

jbeen submitted for consideration to a District Council, and that the subject of the 
i

Resolution was existent at the date of said District meeting, and provided further,
whether or not the subject was so existent, that the Council's Executive Committee
may originate and make recommendations to the Council for its consideration of
resolutions of an emergency nature, if adequate documentation is submitted therewith.
The Adjutant shall immediately refer such resolutions, except those of an emergency
nature, to the proper committees for their consideration, to be reported on, with their
recommendations, at the next regular meeting of the Council, at which time such
resolutions properly before the Council shall be acted upon. The Adjutant will retain
the duplicate copy of edch resolution and read them to the Executive Committee in
regular meeting assembled before each Council meeting, that they may be informed i

and discuss such resolutions to be presented In the event any committee fails to report j

on each resolution so submitted, the Adjutant shall then read and present said 
I

reso_lulion to !h9 lounci!_Lt_rycn meeting fo11!1991siderafion an{ ryti9n_ft9l9or:_ :

Section 2 :Resolutions emanating frorn or referred to a standing or special committee shall be

exempted from these provisions.

ARTICLE XI- Vacancies

Section 1 i Vacancies existing in any Elective Council Office or Elective Committee shall be

ARTICLE XII - Finance

,Council Commander. The Finance officer of the First Division shall be a men:ber of
Ithe Committee with vote.

l

---.
lot i

I
t

)

the bal

:Section I There shall be a Finance Committee, composed of a Chairman who is not the Finance l



2iSection
I

i

rIt shall be the duty of this Committee to prepare a budget at the beginning of eaclr
;fiscal year and present same to the Council for approval, to meet upon call of the
Chairman, with at least one meeting to be held each quarter of the year, to review all
financial activities of the Council during the prior three-month period; to make current
recommendations as to finances of the Council at Council meetings, as necessary and

jto recommend proposed loans when needed.

the Finance Committee for recommendation to the Council. It shall require a two-
i+Ll-J^ .,^+^ ^f +L^ rr^.,-^:1 +^ +L^- --.^L ^-.-^-llr--^ ^.. ^-,-^--riA--^-

the Finance Committee tbr recommendation to the Council. It shall require a two- ,

]_!r1rds 
vote of the Coungilto then approve such e1!_gnditu_q9_9i e1plndltures, 

',

,'F1"o E;-o*^o Affi^o*.1^.ll l.'^',- ^1^^--^ ^-,{ L^ --.*^--;LI^ f^- ^ll +i-^-^^- ^-I ',

iSection 3
l

1

I

I

I

t__

lSection 4
I

:

ithirds

jThe Finance Officer shall have charge and be responsible for all finances and
i.lsecurities of the Cook County Council and see that they are received and safely
;deposited in the name of the Council in local Banks or depositories as selected by the
,Executive Committee and shall report once a month to the Executive Committee and
Ithe Cook County Council. He shall sign all checks, to be countersigned by the
tCommander, and in their absence or the absence of either the Council may designate
,necessary signatories in making proper disbursements of money as approved by the
Finance Committee and in accordance with the budget or as ordered by vote of the

,Council. He shall further perform all duties incident to his offlrce and such other duties
i1

lSection 5
I

,The Council shall provide at its expense a suitable bond or bonds in such sum and 
,

, with such surety or sureties as approved by the Executive Committee for each Council :

,officer authorized to handle funds, conditioned upon the faithful discharge of his
.duties. The Executive Committee shall also arrange for an annual audit at the end
ofeach fiscal year,

:Section6:TheFisca1YearoftheCouncilshallbeginonthefirstdayofAugustandcontinueto;Sectlon 6 : lhe f lscal Year ot the Uouncrl shall begrn on the trst day ot.August and continue to 
',I lthe next succeeding thirty-frst day of July, inclusive. The report of the annual Audit

----o -----J ---- --J -- --'J' _-f -_-
rshall be rnade to the Council at the following October meeting and a copy of the
t,^...: , 
annual]1{1t1ha}: ry4" lr3iltl19_gryt 9.t.!"j9: .up9! 'eglg{:_____

Section 1

ARTICLE XIII - Conflict
Any provision in these By-Laws inconsistent with the National Constitution of the
American Legion or with the Constitution of the Deparffnent of Illinois thereof shall

, 
he void,

Section I

ARTICLE XIV - Amendments
lThese By-Laws may be amended by a vote of two thilds of the voting members
present at any regular meeting of the Council, provided that the proposed amendments

ishall be submitted and read at the preceding regular meeting, and that notice in writing l

,ofthe p1o1o_1e9 amendment b9_g_rven 
_the_m9mb91s 

inlhe_regular n9ti9: olm_e9.!rg: 
i

ARTICLE XV - Procedure

:Section 1 The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Ordeq Revised, shall govern the procedure

-.- ---------:-.
: Section 2 lEach Council member shall he provided on request, with a copy of these By-Laws at 

f
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isection I
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I
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I

l

l

I
i

ARTICLE XVI - Conduct of PublicAffairs

i It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to use or display the badge
iemblem or other insignia of fhe American Legion, or use the name "American
iLegion" in connection with any Cook County prornotional venture, or venture coming
iunder its jurisdiction, unless the proposed use of same shall first have been submitted
ito the Ways and Means Committee and thereafter sanctioned by vote of the Cook
rCounty Council.':------;

r Section 2 lNo person, member or Offrcer of the Council is authorized to sign or otherwise agree 
l

i ito any contract or agreement which might create an obligation or liability on the part
I iof the Council unless such writing is first submitted to the Judge Advocate for review

: _ jand report as to legality:

isection 3 i 1. The use of paid professional solicitors is absolutely prohibited.
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